






Descriptor Term: Descriptor Code: Issued Date: 

         125.7 8/07/79 

BOARD MEETING NEWS Rescind: Issued: 

COVERAGE 

 

BCBI 03/29/78 

 

BOARD POLICY 

The Board believes that one of its most important responsibilities is to keep the 

public informed of its action.  Consequently, the local news media representatives 

shall be welcome to attend all open regular and special meetings of the Board. 

Notice of the time and place of all special meetings of the Board will be provided 

to members of the working press according to law. 

All news items that deal with Board policies must be submitted to the 

Superintendent of Education’s Office for approval prior to release. 

ADOPTED:  Board of Education 04.24.73  

FIRST READING: 06/18/2013 

SECOND READING: 09/24/2013 

REVIEWED: ______________ 

 



Descriptor Term: Descriptor Code: Issued Date: 

         125.8 April 1982 

SMOKING DURING AT 

MEETINGS 

Rescind: Issued: 

PROHIBITED 

 

  

 

BOARD POLICY 

Smoking During At Meetings Prohibited 

Members of the Board of Education shall refrain from smoking during the course 

of regular and specifically called meetings. 

The public is likewise encouraged to refrain from smoking during regular and 

special meetings. 

All Guam Department of Education facilities and vehicles are designated as non-

smoking facilities.  To this end, all persons are prohibited from using or displaying 

any tobacco products before, during or after all regular or special meetings of the 

Board held at GDOE facilities. 

Reference:   Public Law 21-139 

ADOPTED:  Board of Education 05/07/83  

FIRST READING: ______________ 

 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Descriptor Term:       Descriptor Code:  Issued Date: 

                                                                                                                           400   08/07/79                           

____________________________________ 

BEHAVIOR CODE OF CONDUCT     Rescind:                 

Issued: 

        JCDA (what does this mean?) 03/29/78 

  

Board Policy 

 

Each principal shall establish student rules and regulations concerning the conduct of students, 

on the school campus.  The rules and regulations shall be consistent with positive behavior 

supports, the overall policies of the Board, and the Student Discipline Procedures Conduct 

Procedural Manual. of the Department.  

 

 

ADOPTED: Board of Education 04/24/73 

AMENDED: 07/05/88 --/--/-- 

 

FIRST READING:  November 26, 2013 

SECOND READING: December 17, 2013 



 

Descriptor Term: Descriptor Code: Issue Date: 

407 
 

Rescind: Issued: 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES        Amend 407                                01/10/07 

FOR STUDENT SEARCHES AND SEIZURES 
 
 
 

BOARD POLICY 

 
The Guam Department of Education is t a s k ed  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  

s a f e  environment that is conducive to learning.  In order to fulfill this responsibility, the Guam 

Department of Education must protect the morals, health and physical safety of the students in 

our public schools.   Standards have been adopted for the protection of these students which 

ban certain items from our campuses but these bans are not self-enforcing. The Board believes 

that in spite of the adoption of these standards, contraband has been and is present in our schools.  

Therefore, the Board believes that the Superintendent has a continuing responsibility to develop 

methods to enforce DOE policies concerning the presence of weapons, illegal drugs, tobacco, 

alcohol, and other items that may be declared contraband from time to time.   The standard 

operating procedures created must be respectful of the dignity and privacy of students to the 

fullest extent practicable.  The rules must include which employees may conduct searches and 

where searches will be carried out.  The Board authorizes the Superintendent to use all of 

Guam Department of Educations’ legal search options to protect our students and employees 

from harm. MOVE TO SOP 1200-002 

 

The Superintendent shall establish and implement standard operating procedures for student 

searches and seizures. training employees who will conduct searches. Furthermore, The type and 

number of searches conducted on each campus, and the results of those searches, shall be 

reported to the Board annually. 

 
Three kinds of searches are authorized in the Guam Department of 

Education. 

 
1) Searches based on a reasonable suspicion that a particular student or group of students is 

in possession of contraband. 

 
2) Random searches of student vehicles parked on school property and school lockers may 

be conducted according to procedures developed by the Superintendent and provide 

notice to students and parents of the possibility that searches may be conducted for 

student safety. 

 
3) Blanket Administrative Searches are necessary to ensure the health, safety, and wellbeing 

of all DOE’ student body.  School Administrators will notify the Superintendent of the 

Guam Department of Education when a search of the entire student body is conducted. 

 

MOVE TO SOP FOR SEARCH AND SEIZURE 

 
The Superintendent shall create standard operating procedures for securing proper training for 

employees who will be conducting searches as well as providing proper background checks for 

them.  These employees should receive regular training.  Any employee designated to conduct 



searches may be removed from that duty at any time without cause.   Standard operating 

procedures for random searches must be designed to reflect the requirement that students must be 

shielded from arbitrary decisions by individual administrators.  The type, number, and results of 

searches shall be collected annually and reported to the Board. 
 

 

ADOPTED:         Board of Education 03/04/75 

AMENDED:       07/07/88; 09/19/97; 01/10/07 

 

FIRST READING:  November 26, 2013 

SECOND READING:  December 17, 2013 

 

 

STEP BY STEP PROCEDURES FOR SEARCHING STUDENTS 

 
At times searches are necessary to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of students within the 

DOE.  This Standard Operating Procedure is the guidance for conducting these searches. 

 
1.   Always have another person with you when you search a student.  The rule of thumb is 

the person doing the search will be the same gender as the student being searched. 

 
2.   Identify students to be searched.   Keep in mind that serious substantive due process 

issues may arise out of searching the wrong student. 

 
3.   Remove students to a private search area.  Personally escort the student to be searched 

directly to the office or other private location. 

 
4.   Always watch student’s hands.  Have the student walk in front of you.  If a student is 

suspected of having a weapon or drugs, (secure the bag), the student may try to discard 

the item if the opportunity arises. 

 
5. Keep searches discrete.   Searches should be conducted discretely and with the 

understanding that you protect the self-esteem and integrity of the student. 

 
6.   Give the student a chance to surrender the item sought.  Before beginning the search, ask 

the student if he/she has anything in their possession that is illegal or violates school 

rules. 

 
7.   Direct the student to remove any excess clothing (jackets, sweaters covering a shirt, etc) 

and empty the contents of their pockets by turning them inside out.  Remember the 

reasonableness of the search.  If you suspect the student of having a gun there is no need 

for them to take off their shoes, but if they are suspected of having drugs, it is 

“reasonable” to believe that they could hide them in their shoes and socks. 

 
8.   Always tell students what you are going to do and why you are doing it.   Talk to the 

student as you search them, their bags or other possessions.  This helps to alleviate any 

anxiety associated with being searched. 

 
9.   Seize any item that: a) is illegal, b) violates school rules, c) evidence of a crime; or d) is 

evidence of a school rule violation. 



 

Descriptor Term: Descriptor Code: Issued Date: 

410 08/07/79 

 
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT  Rescind: Issued: 

 JDA 03/29/88 

Board Policy 
 

The Department of Education does not condone the or use of corporal punishment.  

 

 

Corporal punishment shall only be used as a last resort prior to the use of suspension. 

 
Corporal punishment shall be administered only by the school principal.  If a teacher considers it 

necessary and appropriate to administer corporal punishment, he/she should refer the problem to 

the school principal, giving full details as to why corporal punishment is appropriate. 

Administration of corporal punishment is at the discretion of the principal. 

 
Corporal  punishment  can  only  be  administered  on  those  students  whose  parents  or  legal 

guardians have filed a notorized consent form with the school.  Such consent forms must be filed 

with the Department of Education on an annual basis prior to the beginning of each school year. 

 
Corporal  punishment,  if  used,  should  never  be  unduly  severe,  but  should  be  in  terms  of 

restraining with educational intent.   (The term “unduly severe” cannot be exactly defined.   It 

must be assumed to mean that a reasonable person, while not in a fit of anger, can interpret this 

phrase.)  This amended policy will take effect at the beginning of the 1991-1992 school year. 
 

 
 

ADOPTED:    Board of Education 04/24/73 

AMENDED:  07/05/88; 01/15/91 

 

 

FIRST READING:  November 26, 2013 

SECOND READING: December 17, 2013 



 
 

 
Descriptor Term:                                                                   Descriptor Code:                        Issued Date:  
                                                                                                           435                                           08/07/79 
        ________________________________________________________ 
                     BUS CONDUCT                                              Rescind:                                         Issued: 
                                                                      EDCB                                  03/29/78 

 
 
 
Board Policy 
 

 
All school bus riders will conform to school bus rules issued established by the Superintendent of 
Education. and the Director of Public Works. 
  
No student shall disembark from a school bus until it has arrived at the student’s regular its 
destination, (either the school grounds,  or at the regular disembarkation stop, and/or any other 
designated disembarkation), .except for an emergency or except upon presentation of written 
permission of parent or guardian authorizing such disembarkation. 
 
District-wide expectations for bus riders the bus shall be included in the parent and student 
handbook. 
 
The Superintendent shall establish an Memorandum of Understanding with Department of Public 
Works regarding the standard transportation of students and develop an SOP for bus conduct of 
students. The SOP will be included in the student and parent handbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
AMENDED:   07/05/88 
 
FIRST READING: November 26, 2013 
SECOND READING: December 17, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
































































































































































